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CHILTON FAMILY. 

{See October and January Numbers for Chilton.) 

Letter* from Mark Chilton to Lieutenant R. H. Chilton, U. S. Drgs. 
at Fort Gibson. 

July 12, 1843. 

Dear Sirs: 

A few days ago I returned from a visit to Ohio and Western 
Virginia, to which places I wa:s about setting out when your letter of 
the 13th of March, 1843, came to hand. Since reaching home I have 
been afflicted with a bad cold which has prevented me from answering 
you sooner. Before I proceed to relate to you such parts of our Family 
History which have come to my knowledge, I must premise tha:t I am 
the youngest child of the youngest son of my grandfather, Thomas 
Chilton. When my father died, who was the last surviving son of 
my grandfather, I was about three years of age. Consequently, I could 
not have derived any information from my uncles, neither haVe I at any 
time had access to the family records, as they, by the entail law, per- 
tained to the eldest branch of the family. The only information which 
I have obtained has been from our Aunt Mary Eansdall, (a lady of 
estima;ble character) from my mother, and from my sisters, brothers 
and cousin. 

Our ancestors, as far as I have understood, came to America at a; 
very early period. I think I have been informed a short time subse- 
quent to the Restoration of Charles II. There were three brothers who 
emigrated, viz.: Greorge and Mark who settled in Va'., and Thomas 
who took up his residence in Maryland. 

Mark Chilton located in Lancaster Co. He afterwards removed to 
Loudon Co. Some of hisi descendants are still in Lancaster Co.; some 
in Lioudon Co.; some in Campbell Co.; some in Tennessee; some in 
Kentucky and some in Missouri. Indeed, this branch of the family is 
much scattered through the United States. One of his family, John 
Thomas Chilton, was a preacher of some ability. His son, Thomas 
Chilton, was for two terms a Representative in Congress from Ken- 
tucky. The county of Ripley in this State (Mo.) has been represented 
in the Legislature for the last two terms by John Chilton, a' descendant 
of Mark Chilton. I have learned but little respecting the Maryland 
branch of the family. I have imderstood that one of that family, 
Thomas Chilton, removed to Calcutta, in India, some forty or fifty 
years past, and there acquired an immense estate. 

*Not much reliance is to be placed on the early part of this narrative, 
but from Tlomaa Chilton, grandfather of the writer, it is probably quite 
correct. 
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It is probable that "Doctor Chilton," the celebrated chemist of New 
York, may be a descendant of this branch. 

George Chilton, from whom we descend, settled in Currioman, in 
Westmoreland Co., Va. He was my great grandfather, and your 
great-great-grandfather. He possessed considerable wealth, and was, I 
think, a merchant. In the early agesi of the Colony of Va. mercantile 
transactions were generally carried on at points and landings on the 
rivers and creeks. Currioman is on the Potomac river, and I recollect 
having seen an ancient brick building called "Store House," which was 
said to have been constructed for my grandfather. There was also a 
place on the river called the ship yard, where several vessels were also 
built for the same person and his son, my grandfather. 

My great-grandfather, George Chilton, had two sons, John and 
Thomas. John, his elder son, inherited a large estate, a part of which 
was situated in Stafford Co., Va., on the Potomac river, and, I think, 
was called "Belleview." He wa;s improvident, and dissipated his es- 
tate before his death, leaving his family poor. I have never been in- 
formed) what has become of his descendants. Thomas Chilton, my grand- 
father and your great grandfather, resided at Currioman, the seat of 
his father George Chilton. He married a lady by the name of Jemima 
Cooke, who was said to be a woman of exemplary cha:raeter. He had 
five sons, viz.: Thomas, William, John, Charles and Stephen, and three 
daughters, viz. : Hannah, Mary and Elizabeth. 

Thomas Chilton, the eldest son, inherited by entail the principal part 
of my grandfather's estate. He married a lady by the name of Pierce, 
but died without heirs. His widow afterwards married a man by the 
name of Templeman. 

William Chilton, your grandfa^ther, married a lady of good family 
near Baltimore, by the name of Orrick. He died a short time before 
the Revolution, leaving three children, viz.: Orrick, Susan and Wil- 
liam, your father. His widow, your grandmother, afterwards married 
Parson Douglafe, with whose history I presume you are acquainted. 

Your uncle Orrick Chilton married Felicia Corbin, by whom he had 
two daughters, viz. : Sarah Orrick, who married Steptoe Pickett and 
resides in Alabama, and Felicia Ann, who married Thomas M. Smith, 
and who resides in Missouri. 

Susan Chilton, your great aunt, married Charles Kansdall of Fau- 
quier Co., Va. She died a few years past, leaving at her death two sons, 
Horace a'nd Murray, and one daughter Agnes, all of whom are now liv- 
ing in Fauquier Co., Va. The two boys are married, and the daughter 
is still single. William Chilton, the youngest child of my uncle, Wil- 
liam Chilton and his wife Susan Orrick, is your father. 

John Chilton, the third son of my grandfather, Thomas Chilton, 
married liCtitia' Blackwell, a sister to my mother. He commanded a 



372 William and Mary Quarterly. 

company in the Third Virginia Kegiment in the War of the Revolution, 
and was killed at the Battle of Brandywine. Marshall makes honor- 
able mention of him in his Life of Washington. "He stood high for 
bravery and integrity of cha'raeter, and vsras beloved and lamented by 
his comrades-in-arms and his acquaintances generally." He left three 
sons and two daughters, viz.: Thomas, Joseph, George, Lucy and Nancy. 
Thomas Chilton married Jane Corbin, sister of Orriek Chilton's wife. 
He died in Kanawha, without heirs. His widow is still living in that 
county, and is highly esteemed. 

Joseph Chilton married Ann Smith, a daughter of Capt. Thoma:s 
Smith of Fauquier Co. He died about two years past, 1841, leaving 
two sons and four daughters, viz.: Joseph Orriek Chilton, John Augus- 
tine Chilton; Elizabeth, who married Spilman; Juliet, who mar- 
ried I.sham Keith; Ann, who married Johnston, and Lucy. The 

two sons and one daughter are still unmarried. 

Greorge Chilton married' a Miss Ball of Fauquier Co., Va. He moved 
to Henry Clay Co., Kentucky, many years past, and has a: numerous 
family. I am but little acquainted with his family, but have under- 
stood they are all respectable, particularly his second son, Charles T. 
Chilton. 

Lucy Chilton married John Ransdall of Fauquier Co., and removed to 
Henry Clay, Kentucky. She had a numerous family of whom I know 
little, but hear they are all respectable. 

Nancy Chilton married Augustine Smith of Fauquier Co. She has 
five sons and one daughter, all respectable. 

Charles Chilton, my father, married Elizabeth Blackwell. He left 
five sons and one daughter, viz.: John, Samuel, Elizabeth, Stephen, 
Blackwell and Mark Anthony. 

John Chilton married the widow of Orriek Chilton, and died without 
issue. Samuel Chilton married Lucinda Blackwell. He was a physi- 
cian of good standing, and died in Kanawha Co., leaving five daughters 
and one son, viz.: Eliza, Emma, Ann, Litticia, Frances and Charles P. 
Chilton. Eliza and Emma are dea<i. Charles P. Chilton resides on the 
Rappahannock river in Cupeper Co., Va., and married a Miss Rixey. 
Ann and Litticia are married, Frances is still single. 

My sister Elizabeth never married. She died in Fauquier Co. about 
eight years past. Stephen Chilton married Susan Turner, daughter of 
Capt. Hezihiale Turner of Frederick Co., Va. He is still alive, and has 
six sons and two daughters, viz.: Henrietta, Samuel (who is the pres- 
ent member-elect to Congress from Loudon District, Va.), Thomas, 
Hezihiale, Henry, Mariah, Charles (a young lawyer of some promise 
residing in Broomville, Mo.) and Joseph Warren. He and all his chil- 
dren, except Samuel and Hezihiale, who are married, reside in Missouri. 
The other children are single. Blackwell Chilton married a widow 
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Gibson, who was a Miss Beale. He had four children, viz.: Joseph, Wil- 
liam, Edward, George and Eliza. He resides in Kenawha Co., Va. His 
children are all young and unmarried. I, Mark Anthony, married 
Elouise Blackwell, daughter of General John Blackwell of Fauquier 
Co., Va. My wife died about eight years past, and left me five sons and 
one dalighter, viz.: John James, Edward, Van Tromp, Mary Emma, 
David and Francis William. My two eldest, John James and Edward, 
are married. My other children are single. 

Stephen Chilton, the youngest son of my grandfather, Thomas Chilton, 
was a sailor, and commanded a merchant vessel in the British trade. 
He died of smallpox in the city of London, and was never married. 
My aunt Jemima Sturman left a son and two daughters, viz.: Elliott, 
Mary, and a daughter whose name I do not know. She married a Muse. 
Elliott Sturman left two sons: Foxhall, who is dead, and William Z. 
Sturman, who was principally educated by the bounty of your father, 
and is now a la;wyer of some celebrity, and a man of estimable stand- 
ing in society. He resides in Westmoreland county, Va. Mary Sturman 
married William H. Parker of Westmoreland Co., Va., and was the 
mother of the late Judge Richard O. Parker and of Capt. Foxhall 
Parker of the L). S. Navy, and of William Chilton Parker, a lawyer of 
good standing in Petersburg, Va., and of John and Juliette Parker. 
The latter married Fauntleroy Dangerfleld, of FredericK Co., Va. 

My aunt, Mary Chilton, married William Ransdall of Westmoreland 
Co., Va., and moved to Fauquier, where she died. She had six sons and 
three daughters, viz.: Thomas, William, Wharton, Chilton (who mar- 
ried your Aunt Susan), Stephen, Elizabeth, Mary and Ursula. They 
were all very respectable with the exception of Stephen and Ursula. 

Elizabeth, the youngest daughter of my grandfather, died young, 
without mairrying. 

I fear the minute details I have given you respecting the genealogy 
of our family will be anything but interesting, but I did not see how I 
could otherwise answer your inquiries. From all the information I 
have gathered I have no doubt but our ancestors George and Thomas 
Chilton were wealthy men. But the English laws of descent concen- 
trated the greater part of their wealth in the eldest sons, who soon dis- 
sipated it, and left their posterity poor. The principal part of my 
great grandfather's estate went by entail to his eldest son John, who 
died worth not one cent. The greater proportion of my grandfather's 
estate was inherited by his eldest son Thomas Chilton. He was a pru- 
dent man, and added to his possessions. At his death the property 
descended by entail to your uncle Orrick Chilton, who was the eldest 
son of your grandfather William Chilton, who was the next in descent, 
but died before his brother Thomas. In addition to this Orrick Chil- 
ton inherited all your grandfather's real estate, and an equal portion of 
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personal property, leaving yoUT father and his sister Susan but a small 
pittance. Yet, after having inherited this large estate and having re- 
ceived a considerable amount by his marriage, he died young and left 
his daughters poor. He, unfortunately, became acquainted with General 
Henry Lee of Stafford Co., who fleeced him of the principal part of his 
fortune. Your grandfather, William Chilton, Capt. John and my father, 
Charles Chilton, were previous to the commencement of the Revolution 
extensively engaged, jointly, in mercantile pursuits. They imported 
their merchandise direct from London, and were rapidly accumula;ting 
wealth when the Colonies took up arms against the Mother Country. 
The whole of our family were staunch Whigs, and entered with warmth 
into the contest, consequence of which, as you have read, was the pros- 
tration of the whole Country during the eventful struggle. An exten- 
sive credit was given in those days. I have seen the books of the Con- 
cern which exhibited a considerable amount of outstanding debts against 
persons who were once solvent, many of whom had died in the army, 
many had become insolvent, and many had removed no one knows 
where. These causes and others growing out of the same contest had 
a tendency to reduce our family from affluence to its present condi- 
tion. But, though we have lost wealth, I am proud to believe we still 
retain that which is far more valuable: patriotism, honesty, justice, 
mercy and courage sufRcient never to give an insult nor tamely to sub- 
mit to one. There is no blot in the lines of our ancestry, so far as I 
have understood, which could bring a blush of shame to our descendants, 
and we should endeavor to conduct ourselves in such a manner as to be 
entitled to say with the old song: 

"The dying bequeath to their sons a good name. 
Which descended unsullied to me; 
For my sons I'll maintain it unsullied by shame, 
And it still from a spot shall be free." 

I recollect having seen a seal which I was told bore the impress of 
the Arms of our family. It represented one or two inverted rafters, 
and I think was denominated Chevron. I do not know what has become 
of it, but am impressed with the idea that I once saw it in the posses- 
sion of your father. I have paid but little attention to the science of 
heraldry, and am, therefore, unable to inform you whether it pertains 
to the elder or younger branch of the family. It was said to be an hon- 
orable Coat-of-Arms. 

And now, sir, I think I have answered your inquiries to the best of 
my ability. Should I have overlooked anything upon which you may 
wish information, I will, at any time, afford it to you with pleasure, if 
within my power, and I can assure you that it will at all times give me 
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great satisfaction to hear of your prosperity in this life, and when- 
ever youT country shall need your services I have no fear but that you 
will do your duty. Yours truly, 

M. A. Chilton. 



WILLIAM DUNLOP'S LIBRARY. 

From the appraisal of his estate in Prince William County, 
Virginia, May 25, 1740, reported by Captain Benjamin Grayson. 

"A Catalogue of Books belonging to the estate of Mr. William 
Dunlop, dec'd. 

English Folio. 
Rapin's History of England, 13 Vol. 
Tilotson's Sermons, 1st Vol. 
Littleton's Dictionary. 

OCTlAVOS. 

Plutarch Lives, 8 Vol. 

Life of Pathagoras. 

The Grardner's Dictionary, 2 Vol. 

M. Dacier, Life of Plato. 

Derliam's Astro. Theology. 

Cheselden's Anatomy. 

Crouches Book of Rates, 2 Vol. 

Dart's TibuUus. 

History of Y"' Civil Wars in Ireland. 

Clark's Sermons, 17 on Particular Occasions. 

ISTewton of Daniel. 

Clark of the Trinity. 

Scotland Interest Considered. 

S"". William Temple's Memoirs. 

Thompson's Works, 2 Vol. 

Creeches Lucretius, 2 Vol. 

Pamell's Poems. 

Poems on Several Occasions. 

Broome's Poems. 

Lanedown's Poems, 3 Vol. 

Pope's Odysey, 5 Vol. 
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